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Sacrament of the Altar. There is however no reason for our Doctors
to be perturbed until they haw seen whether you are going to prove
that in your Physics, for which you make us hope, and which they
scarcely believe will propound the matter so clearly that your con-
clusions will be capable of acceptance, or will merit acceptance, to
the exclusion of the former doctrine.

The eighth difficulty arises out of your reply to the fifth set of
objections. How can the truths of Geometry or Metaphysics such
as you mention be immutable and eternal, and yet not be independent
of God1 ? What is the species of causality by which they are related
to Him or dependent on Him ? What possible action of God's could
annul the nature of the triangle ? And how could He from all
eternity bring it to pass that it was untrue that twice four ivas
eight ? or that a triangle had not three angles ? Hence either these
truths depend upon the understanding alone while it thinks them*,
or upon existing things, or they are independent, since God evidently
could not have brought it to pass that any of these essences or verities
was not from all eternity.

Finally the ninth difficulty seems to us very important, when you
say that we ought to distrust the operation of the senses, and that
the certitude of the understanding far exceeds that of the senses3.
But what if the understanding can enjoy no certitude, which it has
not first received from a good disposition of the senses ? Or again
if it cannot correct the error of any sense, unless another sense first
correct the said error? Refraction makes a stick thrust into the
water appear broken, though nevertheless it is straight; what corrects
the error? The understanding? Not at all; it is the sense of
touch. So, too, in other cases. Hence if you bring in all the senses
properly disposed, which always give the same report, you will obtain
the greatest possible certainty of ivhich man is capable; but this
certitude will often escape you if you trust to the operations of your
mind, ivhich often goes astray in matters about which it believed
there was no possibility of doubt.

These are the principal matters which caused us trouble. And
we pray you to add some sure rule and certain infallible tokens by
which we may be quite sure, when we apprehend one thing thus
perfectly apart from another, that it is certain that the one is so
distinct from the other, that the two can, by the divine power at
least, exist apart; i.e. we wish to know surely, clearly, and distinctly

1 Cf. Reply to Objj. v. above, p. 226, par. 3.       2 haec.   No objection, F. V.
s Cf. Medd. i. and vi. Vol. i. pp. 145 and 189.